
 

 

The Fisher Way: Curriculum 
 
 
 
 

Successful and resilient learners who aspire to and achieve excellence 
Confident individuals who can explore and communicate effectively 

Responsible citizens who are active, loving and wise in all their endeavours 
 

Subject Music 

Year Group Year 8 

Intent 

Successful and resilient learners: Learners will engage in a number of styles and genres which all pose their own 
individual challenges and will need determination and commitment to complete the work with success.  

Confident individuals: Learners will demonstrate a number of different approached to practical, composition and 
theoretical work and will develop confidence through a variety of Performances and Self-Evalution,  

Responsible citizens: Students will understand the impact that their studied music has had on society and culture, and 
understand the impact this has had on their own learning and their responsibility to the music world and industry. 



 
 

Narrative 

How are they going to be different when they finish the year? Learners will have developed a deeper understanding of notations 
and now Harmony. Performances will be more difficult and require further practice. A wider variety of different cultural styles will be 
covered and the specific attributes of each of these - in particular improvisation – culminating in students creating their own song 
with accompaniment, tying in all the knowledge from KS3 lessons.  
 
How does this link to what they have done before? Learners will develop a deeper understanding of notation and music theory 
as they will move onto harmony and the creation of Major/Minor chords. Layering of sound and the composition of music that has 
more than one layer will feature prominently and the introduction of improvisation will feature in a number of topics. All these key 
attributes will culminate in a final piece of work where they all need to be used together to create their own song and backing.   
 
How does this set them up for the years to come? All of these key skills are based on the key skills needed for GCSE and A-
Level work – these are the foundations being laid down in KS3. Every feature listed below will be covered again in Y9 and Y10 of 
GCSE.  

 
 

Half term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Knowledge 
(topics 

studied) 
Samba Drumming 12 Bar Blues 

12 Bar Blues 
(completed) 

Indian Music 

Indian Music 
(Completed) Music and Media Protest Songs 

Key skills  

DEVELOPING 
FURTHER 
RHYTHM 
ASPECTS 
including, 
Syncopation, On 
and off beat, 
accents, cross-
rhythms, layers of 
rhythms, staggered 
entries, rhythms 
ostinato, 
polyrhythms, call 
and response. SET 

EXTENDING 
MUSIC READING 
AND 
PERFORMANCE 
FROM IT - using 
standard notation 
and the introduction 
of Chord Symbols 
and reading both at 
the same time. 
CHORD 
KNOWLEDGE is 
developed as 
students move from 

EXTENDING 
MUSIOC READING 
AND 
PERFORMANCE 
FROM IT - using 
standard notation 
and the introduction 
of Chord Symbols 
and reading both at 
the same time. 
CHORD 
KNOWLEDGE is 
developed as 
students move from 

CREATION OF 
MUSIC NOT USING 
STANDARD 
NOTATION as 
students create the 
entire piece of music 
using RAGA, DRONE 
and TALA in the 
traditional 
IMPROVISATORY 
STYLE and within the 
standard 
STRUCTURE of 
classical Indian music 

COMPOSITION of 
music using a given 
DIGITAL 
STIMULUS. using 
COMPUTER 
SOFTWARE to 
create music with 
layers but also 
APPROPRAITE 
FOR THE STLE 
AND GENRE of the 
media. LISTENING 
and ANALYSIS and 
music using the 

CULMINATION 
OF ALL Y8 
DEVELOPED 
SKILLS with the 
COMPOSITION 
of a song using 
chords and chord 
symbols, melody, 
bass, rhythm line, 
set structure, 
improvisation and 
composition for 
the appropriate 
style of Protest! 



STRUCTURE to 
which the 
performance need 
to fall into with 
Groove sections 
and free sections. 
SOME 
COMPOSITION if 
relevant of own 
rhythms for student 
lead call and 
response section. 
FULL CLASS 
PERFORMANCE. 
LISTENING and 
ANALYSIS and 
music using the 
MUSICAL 
ELEMENTS- 
timbre, pitch, 
texture, dynamics, 
tempo, melody, 
rhythm, structure, 
silence. 

the single-line 
melody from Y7 to 
3 note chords 
(triads) with melody 
and bassline. 
IMPROVISATION 
introduced for the 
melody. 
PERFORMANCE of 
all of these aspects. 
LISTENING and 
ANALYSIS and 
music using the 
MUSICAL 
ELEMENTS- 
timbre, pitch, 
texture, dynamics, 
tempo, melody, 
rhythm, structure, 
silence. 

the single-line 
melody from Y7 to 
3 note chords 
(triads) with melody 
and bassline. 
PERFORMANCE of 
all of these aspects. 
CREATION OF 
MUSIC NOT 
USING 
STANDARD 
NOTATION as 
students create the 
entire piece of 
music using RAGA, 
DRONE and TALA 
in the traditional 
IMPROVISATORY 
STYLE and within 
the standard 
STRUCTURE of 
classical Indian L 
music using ALAP, 
JHOR, GAT. 
LISTENING and 
ANALYSIS and 
music using the 
MUSICAL 
ELEMENTS- 
timbre, pitch, 
texture, dynamics, 
tempo, melody, 
rhythm, structure, 
silence. 

using ALAP, JHOR, 
GAT. LISTENING 
and ANALYSIS and 
music using the 
MUSICAL 
ELEMENTS- timbre, 
pitch, texture, 
dynamics, tempo, 
melody, rhythm, 
structure, silence. 

MUSICAL 
ELEMENTS- 
timbre, pitch, 
texture, dynamics, 
tempo, melody, 
rhythm, structure, 
silence. 

PERFORMANCE 
of the music in 
groups 
demonstrating the 
skills learned in 
other group 
activities 
throughout the 
year. LISTENING 
and ANALYSIS 
and music using 
the MUSICAL 
ELEMENTS- 
timbre, pitch, 
texture, dynamics, 
tempo, melody, 
rhythm, structure, 
silence. 



Cultural capital 

Exploring music 
from another 
culture that only 
uses rhythmical 
aspects. Also, the 
way the music is 
created and 
developed as a 
piece is different to 
western music. 
Develop and 
understanding of 
Carnival and the 
religious aspects of 
it and the music for 
it. 

Cultural and 
Historical aspects 
of Slavery and how 
this lead to Blues 
Music being 
created. Links with 
other musical styles 
and exploration of 
Fusion of styles. 
Links with 
HISTORY and the 
Slave Trade topic 
Covered. 

Cultural and 
Historical aspects 
of Slavery and how 
this lead to Blues 
Music being 
created. Links with 
other musical styles 
and exploration of 
Fusion of styles. 
Links with 
HISTORY and the 
Slave Trade Topic 
Covered. Cultural 
Aspects of music 
from a different 
country and 
composed with 
different cultural 
ideas on how music 
is developed and 
created - compared 
to Western Music. 

Cultural Aspects of 
music from a different 
country and 
composed with 
different cultural ideas 
on how music is 
developed and 
created - compared to 
Western Music. 

Career aspects 
covered in a variety 
of ways to do with 
media and music 
production, such as 
working in a 
recording studio, 
working for a large 
company to 
produce music for 
media, film music, 
PRS and Copyright. 

Career aspects of 
recording and live 
performance 
covered. Cultural 
context of what 
protest song 
music is and its 
purpose in 
society. 

Assessment 

Class 
PERFORMANCE 
and EVALUATION 
of Samba 
Drumming 
assessment.  

PERFORMANCE 
and EVALUATION 
of 12 bar Blues and 
Improvisation 
assessment.  

PERFORMANCE 
and EVALUATION 
of 12 bar Blues and 
Improvisation 
assessment. 
 

COMPOSITON and 
PERFORMANCE of 
Indian piece and 
EVALUATION  

COMPOSITION 
and EVALUATION 
of writing music to a 
given advert.  
 
Y8 Music Exam  

COMPOSTION, 
PERFORMANCE 
and 
EVALUATION of 
the own Protest 
song.  

 


